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EDITORIAL. 

The  library  interests  of  our  State  owe  much  to  Dr.  John  Thomson, 
librarian  of  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  1892-1916.  He  included 
in  his  sympathies  not  only  the  situation  in  that  city  but  in  the  State 
as  well.  Almost  as  soon  as  he  became  librarian  of  the  Free  Library  the 
Pennsylvania  Library  Club  was  formed  with  the  idea  of  bringing  to- 
gether the  librarians  of  the  State.  Libraries  were  too  few  in  those, 
days,  however,  for  this  move  to  be  successful  and  it  gradually  narrowed 
to  the  limits  of  Philadelphia.  . 

In  1898  Dr.  Thomson  took  the  lead  in  drawing  up  the  law  which 
was  enacted  in  1899  providing  for  a  free  Library  Commission.  Ap- 
pointed, to  this  Commission  in  1899  he  was  elected  treasurer  and  re- 
tained that  position  until  January,  1914,  when  he  was  made  chairman. 
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lu  the  early  days  of  the  Commission  work,  before  provision  was  made 
by  the  legislature  for  its  support,  Dr.  Thomson  placed  the  facilities  of 
the  Free  Library  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commission  and  the  first  trav- 
eling libraries  were  sent  out  from  there. 

Conditions  in  the  State  had  so  changed  by  1901  as  to  make  it  possi- 
ble to  organize  the  libraries  and  Dr.  Thomson  took  part  with  others  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Keystone  State  Library  Association,  which 
has  had  so  much  to  do  with  the  development  of  the  work  here. 

Elsewhere  we  reprint  from  the  Library  Journal  an  appreciation  of 
Dr.  Thomson  by  one  who  was  a  close  associate  in  the  work  he  did  in 
Philadelphia.  We  want  to  add  these  few  words  of  regard  for  his 
State-wide  library  interests. 

Would  it  not  be  possible  for  the  leaders  in  the  Keystone  State  Li- 
brary Association  and  the  Pennsylvania  Library  Club  to  get  together 
and  rearrange  the  names  of  the  two  organizations.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  latter  had  a  State-wide  membership  and  was  the  only  library 
organization.  Owing  to  cireinnstances  its  field  gradually  narrowed 
until  it  included  only  Philadelphia  and  vicinity.  That  city  is  large 
enough  to  maintain  a  local  club  but  it  would  be  better  if  the  name  in- 
dicated its  purpose  and  differentiated  it  from  the  State  Association. 
We  believe  it  would  be  a  good  move  to  make  this  change. 

KEYSTONE  STATE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Library  Association  will  be  held  at 
Galen  Hall,  Wernersville,  on  Oct.  12,  13,  14,  1916. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  anything  about  the  attractions  of  the 
place  or  the  hotel.  Situated  on  the  south  side  of  South  Mountain  and 
surrounded  by  woods,  the  location  is  as  beautiful  as  one  can  imagine. 
Sitting  on  the  porch  of  the  hotel  one  has  spread  out  at  his  feet  the  fioor 
of  the  valley  as  far  as  Ephrata.  The  walks  along  the  mountain  side, 
the  views,  the  golf  links,  the  tennis  courts,  the  fresh  air,  the  hotel, — 
all  combine  to  make  an  attraction  which  will  be  hard  to  resist. 

Of  course,  there  will  be  meetings,  too.  It  is  too  bad  that  this  must 
be,  but  the  Executive  Committee  have  felt  it  necessary  to  make  this 
concession  to  popular  opinion  and  we  will  have  to  submit  However, 
they  have  promised  to  arrange  a  program  which  will  be  as  attractive  as 
the  other  things  and  we  hope  they  will  succeed.  If  they  do,  the  meet- 
ing will  be  worth  attending  for  itself.  It  is  rumored  that  the  presi- 
dent has  some  surprises  up  his  sleeve.    At  any  rate  the  Association 
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may  look  forward  to  a  delightful  time  and  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of 
the  committee  if  it  is  not  profitable  as  well. 

The  hotel  gives  the  following  rates : 

Single  rooms  (one  person)  without  bath,  $3.50  per  day. 

Single  rooms  (one  person)  with  bath,  $5.00  per  day. 

Double  rooms  (two  persons,  two  beds)  with  bath,  $5.00  per  day  each. 

Two  "double"  rooms  ("four  persons")  with  bath  between,  $4.00 
per  day  each. 


SUMMER  SCHOOL. 

The  sixth  session  of  the  Summer  School  for  Library  Workers  will 
be  held  at  State  College,  June  26th  to  Aug.  4th,  inclusive.  The  course 
Avill  be  the  same  as  heretofore,  and  the  faculty  will  be  the  same.  Mrs. 
Khoads,  who  gave  such  inspiring  lectures  last  year,  will  be  there  again, 
and  Mr.  Bailey,  chairman  of  the  A.  L.  A.  committee  on  bookbinding, 
will  talk  on  the  binding  of  books. 

The  prospects  are  that  there  will  be  a  large  attendance  and  we  hope 
more  of  the  librarians  and  assistants  will  decide  to  attend.  This 
course  will  not  take  the  place  of  a  regular  library  school,  but  it  will  be 
of  great  help  to  those  who  are  not  able  to  take  the  longer  course.  Even 
one  who  has  been  at  work  for  a  long  time  will  benefit  because  she  will 
have  her  knowledge  systematized  and  arranged  so  she  can  make  bet- 
ter use  of  it.  . 

Library  trustees  will  find  it  a  paying  proposition  to  send  their  li- 
brarians to  the  school.  Those  who  have  taken  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity in  the  past  are  well  satisfied  with  the  result.  . 


A  MATTER  OF  REVENUE. 

This  is  a  good  time  for  those  libraries  which  raise  money  by  volun- 
teer work  of  various  kinds  to  keep  their  eyes  on  waste  paper  This  is 
bringing  a  veiy  high  price,  now,  and  if  handled  propei*ly  will  bring 
good  returns.  The  Bardeen  Paper  Co.,  Eoxine,  Mich.,  has  bought 
from  one  of  our  libraries  and  there  are  probably  others.  . .  ■-■ 

The  Beehive  Bindery  Co.,  45  Exchange  St.,  Eochester,  N.  Y.,  will 
buy  old  magazines  and  pay  good  prices  for  them. 

It  would  pay  libraries  to  look  these  things  up.  Paper  should  be  se- 
curely tied  in  bales  so  it  can  be  handled  readily.  Magazines  should 
be  separated  from  newspapers  and  sold  by  themselves  as  better  prices 
can  be  secured  for  them.      .  •  .  .  • 
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JOHN  THOMSON.* 

John  Thomson,  for  twety-four  years  librarian  of  the  Free  Library 
of  Philadelphia,  has  passed  away,  and  with  him  has  departed  another 
of  the  splendidly  equipped  men  of  books  who.  are  seldom  found  in  the 
later  generations.  Librarian,  actor,  musician,  and  even  prestidigitator, 
he  brought  a  marvelous  versatility  into  his  labors  for  the  building  up 
of  one  of  the  most  popular  educational  institutions  of  this  time. 

Mr.  Thomson  was  a  self-taught  man.  Although  he  had  but  the  be- 
ginnings of  an  education  in  a  London  Latin  school,  he  deciphered  the 
most  difficult  text  or  elucidated  the  dimmest  of  manuscripts  with  com- 
parative ease.  His  first  work  in  America  was  in  connection  with  the 
library  of  Mr.  Clarence  H.  Clark,  of  Philadelphia,  and  those  who  are 
familiar  with  Mr.  Thomson's  catalog  of  that  collection  will  think  of  it 
as  the  most  important  production  from  his  pen.  His  work  in  the  li- 
brary of  Jay  Gould  was  not  so  interesting  on  account  of  the  restric- 
tions as  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  catalog. 

The  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia  was  chartered  in  1891,  but  it  did 
not  open  its  doors  to  the  public  until  1894,  when  three  rooms  in  the 
City  Hall  were  awarded  to  it.  In  the  meantime,  a  series  of  branch 
libraries  had  been  built  up  under  the  supervision  of  a  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  these  two  institutions  were  ultimately  joined 
in  one  system.  Mr.  Thomson,  therefore,  began  his  active  work  in  1894, 
and  for  about  ten  years  thereafter  the  writer  saw  and  consulted  with 
him  nearly  every  day  in  the  year.  Indomitable  in  industry  he  would 
work  from  early  morning  until  half  past  six  at  his  desk,  and  then, 
after  a  hasty  lunch,  travel  to  some  suburban  library  or  institute  to 
lecture  upon  one  of  the  many  topics  in  which  he  was  interested,  or  to 
take  part  in  some  local  function,  more  or  less  in  line  with  the  library 
work.  Although  a  man  of  firm  convictions  on  very  many  points,  Mr. 
Thomson  was  always  willing  to  listen  and  to  profit  by  the  advice  of  his 
friends.   In  fact  he  was  more  than  remarkable  in  this  respect. 

It  was  largely  owing  to  his  efforts  that  Mr.  Widener  presented  to  the 
institution  the  wonderful  collection  of  incunabula  which  is  now  in  the 
Widener  branch,  and  he  conducted  alone  the  negotiations  with  Mr. 
Carnegie  which  led  to  the  presentation  of  the  $1,500,000  for  the  branch 
libraries.  While  he  delivered  many  lectures  and  wrote  a  number  of 
treatises  he  will  always  be  best  remembered  by  the  marvelous  breadth 
of  his  conversations  with  his  friends. 

He  was  an  organist  of  no  mean  ability.    Thoroughly  familiar  with 
*Library  Journal,  April,  1916. 
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the  church  music  of  all  time,  he  delighted  in  Mrs.  Thomson's  enthusi- 
asm in  hymnologj^  He  would  tell  with  the  greatest  pride  of  her  hav- 
ing composed  more  hymns  in  the  present  Hymnal  than  any  other  liv- 
ing writer.  He  was  thoroughly  versed  in  the  ceremonial  of  the  Church, 
and  could  not  only  give  you  the  reasons  therefore,  but  would  de- 
scribe the  difference  between  it  and  the  ceremonials  of  other  churches. 

He  was  associated  with  Dr.  William  Pepper  in  the  foundation  of  the 
Philobiblion  Club,  and  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  success  which 
attended  its  development. 

He  had  hosts  of  friends  in  the  Franklin  Inn  and  the  Art  Club.  He 
received  honorary  degrees  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Ursinus  College — tributes  which  gave  him  the  greatest  satisfaction. 
He  will  be  missed  by  his  friends  for  what  he  was,  and  by  a  large  con- 
stituency in  the  city  of  his  adoption  for  the  many  kind  acts  he  took 
pleasure  in  doing. 

Thomas  Lynch  Montgomery. 


FIELD  NOTES. 

Allentown. — The  Free  Library"  took  part  in  the  National  Baby 
Week  propoganda  by  distributing  a  "Better  Babies"  marker  in  the 
library  at  the  Baby  Exhibit,  and  in  every  package  sold  in  the  Infant 
Department  of  the  two  largest  stores. 

Advantage  was  taken  of  this,  to  distribute  with  the  marker  some 
graded  reading  lists.  • 

An  Art  Exhibit  was  also  held  in  the  library  the  last  week  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

Amhriclge. — The  Public  Library  has  been  moved  into  much  larger 
and  more  comfortable  quarters,  and  Matilda  Lowery  put  in  charge. 
An  adjoining  room  is  used  by  the  clubs  affiliated  with  the  library. 

Beaver. — The  charging  system  of  the  Public  Library  has  been 
changed  to  the  Newark  and  the  librarian  has  begun  the  task  of  shelf 
listing  and  cataloguing. 

Berwick. — Berwick  is  talking  a  public  library  and  planning  for  a 
start.  Councils  have  given  rooms  in  the  Municipal  Building  with  heat, 
light  and  janitor  service  and  a  Library^  Association  is  raising  the  nec- 
essary funds. 

Berwyn. — Miss  Lillian  Burns,  librarian  of  the  Free  Library  for 
several  years,  has  resigned  and  Mrs.  Mamie  Frye  is  the  new  librarian. 
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BlacTx,  Lick. — The  Civic  .Club  has  been  given  the  use  of  a  room  on  the 
second  floor  of  an  office  building  in  the  center  of  the  town.  They  have 
secured  furniture,  about  100  volumes  of  their  own,  a  traveling  library 
and  some  magazines  as  the  beginning  of  a  public  library. 

Blairsville. — The' new  Civic  League  raised  $295,  which  they  gave  to 
the-  library.     .    .  '  -  •  ^ 

Bradclock. — The  Carnegie  Library  has  issued,  in  pamphlet  form,  an 
outline  of  the  instruction  they  give  to  their  high  school  pupils.  Mr. 
Lamb  has  kindly  offered  to  send  a  copy  to  any  librarian  wishing  it. 

Butler. — The  Public  Library  was  made  entirely  free  in  February 
and  there  is  talk  of  a  new  building. 

Carlisle. — The  Bosler  Memorial  Library  received  a  legacy  of  $5,000 
and  some  real  estate  from  the  late  Mrs.  Bosler. 

Chanihersburg.—A  gift  of  $20,000  was  left  by  Mrs.  Coyle  for  a  free 
library  for  the  town,  providing  the  Fortnightly  Club  give  as  a  basis  the 
library  they  now  have,  and  that  councils  give  at  least  $1,000  per  year 
support.       .   ■     .  . 

Cherry  Tree. — A  parcel  post  sale  for  the  benefit  of  the  Free  Library 
book  fund  netted  $22.00. 

'Chester. — Miss  A.  Vira  Mullineaux  is  now  librarian  of  the  Free  Li- 
brary. A  substantial  addition  was  made  to  the  building  during  the 
summer,  making  a  special  children's  room  possible. 

Chester. — Miss  Mary  Jones  resigned  her  position  as  librarian  of 
the  West  End  Library  to  join  the  library  staff  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.   Miss  Myrtle  C.  Lehman  is  the  new  librarian. 

Coudersport. — Miss  Chloe  Haughenberry  has  taken  a  year's  leave 
of  absence  to  finish  her  library  course  at  Simmons  College.  Mary  Z. 
Fizzel  is  acting  librarian. 

Elhland. — Miss  Cornelius  has  taken  full  charge  of  the  Elkland  Pub- 
lic Library. 

During  the  month  of  March  the  books  were  called  in  and  the  library 
Avas  classified,  accessioned  and  a  shelf  list  made.  • 

Galeton. — A  recent  fire  destroyed  a  part  of  the  business  section  of 
the  town,  but  fortunately  did  not  reach  the  library  As  a  result,  there 
are  prospects  of  a  new  municipal  building  which  will  contain  a  good 
library  room  on  the  first  floor. 

Grove  City. — Mary  E.  Dunbar,  Simmons,  '13,  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  the  Carnegie  Library.  Mrs.  Henderson,  who  has  been 
librarian  for  some  time  had  to  resign  because  of  ill  health. 
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Eanover. — The  Public  Library  received  a  legacy  of  $6,000  from 
Miss  Emily  Young,  who  had  always  been  its  staunch  friend.  A  chil- 
dren's room  has  been  opened  on  the  second  floor. 

Hazleton. — The  new  children's  room  has  been  beautifully  finished 
and  furnished  through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  John  Markle,  who  gave 
the  Public  Library  building  several  years  ago. 

Homeste.ad- — Miss- Lillian  Ransey,  children's  librarian  of  the  Car- 
negie Library,  has  been  married  and  Carolyn  D.  Stevens,  Carnegie 
Training  School,  1915,  is  the  new  appointee.  Another  addition  to  the 
staff  is  that  of  Katherine  S.  Hunt,  cataloguer,  from  the  Free  Library, 
Pluladelphia. 

Kutztown. — Miss  Harriet  King  Avery  is  in  charge  of  the  new  library 
at  the  Kutztown  State  Normal  School. 

Lock  Haven. — The  Ross  Library  has  outgrown  their  present  rooms 
and  are  planning  to  build  an  addition  this  spring. 

Mrs.  Clapp,  of  the  Normal  School  Library,  has  accepted  a  position 
in  the  Public  Libraiy  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 

Mauch  Chunk. — The  Civic  Club  had  December  2d  as  "library  day," 
when  the  program  was  given  up  to  two  talks  on  the  possibilities  of  the 
library 's  work  in  the  town. 

Mercer. — On  March  16th  the  Library  Committee  of  the  Civic  League 
held  a  dinner  at  which  a  Library  Association  was  formed  and  trustees 
elected.  About  90  people  were  present  and  a  representative  from  the 
Commission  spoke. 

Midland. — The  new  Carnegie  building  is  about  finished  and  the  li- 
brary will  probably  be  organized  in  the  spring. 

Montgomery.— The  Montgomery  Library  now  has  two  rooms  over  a 
store,  in  the  central  part  of  the  town ;  the  front  room  contains  the  book 
shelves  and  the  second  room  is  used  for  reading  and  reference.  Mrs. 
Levi  Horn  is  librarian. 

Montrose. — Miss  Jessie  "Wilson,  who  has  been  acting  librarian  of 
the  Free  Library  for  the  last  year,  returned  to  the  Seranton  Public 
Library  on  December  1st,  and  Miss  Mildred  Bray,  of  Vineland,  New 
Jersey,  is  the  new  librarian. 

Mt.  Holly. — The  Amelia  S.  Given  Library  was  generously  remem- 
bered in  the  donor's  will  by  a  bequest  of  $20,000  for  an  endowment 
fund. 

New  Britain. — The  Literary  Society  Library  in  the  society's  hall 
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has  been  organized  and  opened  as  a  Free  Library.  There  are  about 
600  volumes  and  a  committee  of  women  has  charge  of  it. 

Newport. — The  Newport  Public  Library  was  formally  opened  at  a 
public  meeting  on  October  23d.  It  is  sponsored  by  the  Civic  Club  and 
housed  in  a  very  attractive  room  in  the  school  building. 

North  East. — The  beautiful  new  McCord  building  has  been  com- 
pleted and  the  library  moved  in.  The  Woman's  Club  celebrated  No- 
vember 2d  as  "library  day"  with  an  open  meeting  and  a  special 
speaker,  and  later  raised  $540  for  books  for  the  library. 

Parkeshurg. — A  Public  Library  has  been  organized  by  the  Civic 
Club.  It  is  housed  in  the  club  rooms,  and  a  committee  from  the  club 
expect  to  act  as  librarians  for  a  time. 

Pennshii.rg. — Miss  F.  Freida  Kriebel  has  been  appointed  librarian 
of  the  Carnegie  Library  in  the  place  of  Mrs.  Arnold,  who  resigned 
last  June. 

Plioenixville. — A  Round  Table  meeting  was  held  in  the  Public  Li- 
brary on  November  17th.  Twenty-two  libraries  were  represented  by 
twenty-five  persons. 

Pottsville. — The  Public  Library  is  trying  to  meet  the  requirements 
so  they  may  have  a  $45,000  Carnegie  building.  The  site  has  been  se- 
cured. 

St.  Mary's. — At  an  enthusiastic  public  meeting,  held  on  October 
26th  a  library  association  was  formed  to  take  over  the  management 
and  support  of  the  Free  Public  Library  started  three  years  before  by 
the  Woman's  Club. 

St.  Petersburg. — The  library  has  been  moved  into  more  convenient 
quarters  classified,  accessioned  and  shelf  listed.  A  group  of  men 
guaranteed  the  rent  for  a  year  and  some  of  the  women  act  as  librarian. 
A  back  room  has  been  made  into  a  good  basket  ball  floor  and  the  game 
is  very  popular. 

Sewickley. — The  Public  Library  is  to  have  a  new  $50,000  building, 
the  gift  of  William  L.  Clauss,  in  memory  of  his  wife.  Last  spring  the 
library  had  Miss  Alice  Goddard,  an  experienced  children's  librarian, 
come  for  three  months  to  reorganize  the  children 's  work. 

Slippery  Bock. — Miss  Mabel  F.  McCarnes,  of  the  Normal  School  Li- 
brary, is  studying  in  the  Simmons  College  Library  School  this  year. 

Tidioute. — The  Woman's  Club  is  planning  for  a  library.  An  open 
meeting  was  held  on  November  3d  and  plans  made  for  a  campaign  to 
arouse  public  sentiment  and  raise  money. 
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Troy. — The  library  raised  $107.70  through  a  "mile  of  pennies." 

Ulysses. — March  6,  1916,  was  a  day  to  be  remembered  in  Ulysses 
when  the  temporary  quarters  for  the  Willis  Irving  Lewis  Library  were 
opened  to  the  public.  One  thousand  six  hundred  books — only  a  quar- 
ter of  which  were  purchased — all  accessioned,  classified  and  cata- 
logued, show  the  enterprise  of  Ulysses  and  its  citizens. 

The  money  has  been  raised  for  the  maintenance  of  the  library  in 
various  ways  through  subscriptions  and  membership  fees.  A  minstrel 
show  netted  about  $375,  and  a  carload  of  paper  $150. 

The  library  is  free  to  citizens  of  Ulysses  and  the  surrounding  coun- 
try. It  is  open  Wednesday  from  two  to  five  and  seven  to  nine.  Miss 
Nellie  Eaton  is  librarian. 

WaUingford. — The  new  Furness  Library  building  has  been  com- 
pleted and  will  be  opened  soon. 

Warren. — The  new  $100,000  Memorial  Library  building  is  well 
under  way  and  will  probably  be  ready  for  use  by  summer. 

WcUsboro. — Miss  Amelia  T.  Pickett,  of  Montrose,  has  charge  of  the 
new  Green  Free  Library.  The  board  has  rented  temporary  quarters 
and  the  library  is  in  process  of  being  organized.  Chester  Place,  Miss 
Robinson's  home,  has  been  bought  and  is  being  remodeled  to  fit  li- 
brary needs. 

West  Chester. — A  local  meeting  was  held  at  the  Normal  School  Li- 
brary February  16th.  The  principal  topic  Avas  school  libraries,  and 
Miss  Askew,  of  Trenton,  was  a  visiting  speaker. 

The  Public  Library  is  building  an  addition  to  the  children 's  room. 

WilUamsport. — The  James  V.  Brown  Libraiy  had  an  exhibit  at  the 
Welfare  Exhibition,  held  in  the  armory.  The  annual  art  exhibit 
opened  on  April  8th. 

Yor^;.— The  bequest  of  Mr.  Martin  of  $185,000  for  a  public  library 
for  the  town  and  county  has  been  made  available  through  the  death  of 
his  wife.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  is  for  a 
building  and  $60,000  for  support. 


BOOK  LISTS. 

Some  books  in  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  of  interest  to 
Catholic  readers  compiled  by  the  Louisville  Free  Public  Library  and 
published  by  the  Federation  of  Catholic  Societies. 

LIST  OF  STORIES. 

Stories  to  tell  to  children,  compiled  by  Edna  Whiteman.  Carnegie 
Library,  of  Pittsburgh,  1916,  25e. 
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READER'S  GUIDE. 

If  the  libraries  piireliasing  the  last  five  year's  accumulation  of  the 
Eeader's  Guide  and  having  no  further  use  for  the  annual  numbers, 
will  kindly  send  these  annual  numbers  to  the  Commission  office,  they 
will  be  sent  on  to  smaller  libraries  unable  to  subscribe  for  them. 

SCHEDULE  FOR  LOCAL  LIBRARYrMEETINGS. 
April  27,    Indian  School,  Carlisle.         "  ;  - 
May     3,    Public  Library,  Blairsville. 
May     4,    Carnegie  Library,  Carnegie. 
May     5,    Public  Library,  Sewickley. 
May     9,    Public  Library,  Foxburg.  .  • ' 

May    11,    Public  Library,  Port  Allegheny. 
May  12, 

May    17,    Abington  Library,  Jenkintown. 
Date  not  yet  fixed,  Public  Library,  Ilazleton. 
Date  not  yet  fixed.  Public  Library,  Dimock. 

Any  one  within  reach  of  these  meetings,  whether  in  that  special  dis- 
trict or  not,  is  urged  to  attend. 
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REPORT  FOR  1915-16. 

During  the  year  which  closed  on  May  31st,  our  work  has  gone  on 
under  reduced  appropriation  and  staff.  The  work  was  rearranged  so 
that  I\Irs.  Prowell  added  to  her  duties  the  checking  up  of  returned  li- 
braries, and  Miss  Currey  took  over  the  charging  of  loans.  The  type- 
writing done  by  Miss  Gibbs  fell  to  the  share  of  Miss  Burg  and  other 
parts  were  taken  by  Miss  Hodge  and  Miss  Rockwell.  This,  of  course, 
meant  that  some  things  which  had  been  done  before  were  dropped. 
We  have  done  more  work  in  some  ways  than  ever  before,  but  to  get 
it  done  it  has  been  necessary  to  neglect  thnigs  which  will  come  up  to  •  • 
annoy  us  in  the  future.  For  example,  in  the  past  when  we  have  looked 
up  reference  material  on  a  given  topic  it  has  been  pwt  into  permanent 
form  in  the  catilog  where  it  could  be  found  whenever  it  was  needed. 
This  we  have  not  been  able  to  do  this  year  so  all  the  work  done  last 
summer  must  be  done  over  again  if  we  get  the  same  topics. 

There  has  seemed  to  be  a  great  increase  of  interest  in  libraries  and 
books  during  this  year.  In  the  spring  of  1915  we  prepared  to  do  a 
great  deal  of  advertising  as  we  wished  to  push  our  work  as  much  as 
possible.  Owing  to  the  reduction  in  our  income  it  did  not  seem  advis- 
able to  go  far  in  that  direction,  however,  and  we  gave  up.  We  had 
sent  circular  letters  and  information  to  the  postmaster  in  every  town 
of  less  than  30  population  in  Greene,  Center  and  Fulton  counties, 
intending  to  follow  these  with  a  personal  visit,  but  this  latter  was  im- 
possible. A  few  of  these  places  took  up  with  the  scheme  but  most  did 
not.  It  would  be  a  splendid  thing  if  it  were  possible  to  carry  on  such 
a  campaign,  following  the  circulars  with  a  visit  from  some  member  of 
our  staff  to  talk  the  matter  over  personally. 

Although  there  w^as  apparently  little  result  from  this  effort  there 
was  a  large  increase  in  the  use  of  our  books.  This  increase  was  largest 
in  the  work  witli  public  libraries,  but  was  noticeable  in  all  the  other 
lines  as  w^ell.  Our  experience  has  shown  that  our  system  for  keeping 
records  does  not  bring  out  the  real  facts  and  we  are  making  a  change 
which  will  be  an  improvement,  we  hope.  We  have  been  putting  in  the 
public  library  column  all  the  loans  to  these  institutions.  But  many  ' 
of  these  are  libraries  only  in  name.  They  depend  on  us  very  largely 
for  their  supply  of  books  and  are  in  effect  merely  travelling  library 
stations.  Hereafter  we  shall  make  a  difference  and  credit  to  public 
libraries  only  those  loans  which  are  intended  to  supply  lacks  in  their 
own  collections. 

This  last  year,  too,  there  has  been  a  decided  change  in  our  work 
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with  schools.   These  have  been  coming  to  us  to  supply  books  for  essay. 

debate,  and  general  school  work.    We  want  to  encourage  this  and 

hereafter  will  put  in  the  school  column  only  those  loans  made  for  these 

purposes  and  treat  general  collections  which  happen  to  be  put  in  school 

buildings  as  travelling  libraries. 

For  this  reason  our  next  report  will  probably  show  a  falling  off  in 

the  size  of  these  figures  but  there  will  be  a  corresponding  increase  in 

the  travelling  library  column. 

The  figures  which  illustrate  this  work  are  as  follows : 

General  traveling  libraries,   13,478  vols. 

Study  clubs,    1,822  vols. 

Public  schools,    1,230  vols. 

Public  libraries,    4,152  vols. 

Individuals,    201  vols. 

Special,    804  vols. 

Making  a  total  of  22,787  volumes,  an  increase  of  4,933  over  last  year. 
As  to  distribution,  these  books  have  gone  as  follows : 

General  traveling  libraries,   207  places. 

Public  libraries,    83 

Study  clubs,    42 

Schools,    9  " 

Individimls,    25  " 

State  constabulary,    4  " 

Special,    2 

Books  have  gone  into  every  county  in  the  State  except  Philadelphia 

and  Greene. 

In  the  other  phase  of  our  work,  that  in  the  interests  of  local  li- 
braries, we  have  been  just  as  active. 

Field  Work. 

Two  hundred  and  nine  days  have  been  spent  by  members  of  our 
staff,  under  the  leadership  of  Miss  MacDonald,  in  visiting  towns  in  ad- 
vancing the  library  movement.  This  does  not  include  the  Summer 
Sehool,which,  however,  is  a  very  definite  part  of  the  field  work  and 
would  add  42  days  to  the  above  figure. 

This  work  included  167  visits  to  142  towns;  the  organization  of  11 
libraries;  18  conferences  with  boards  of  trustees;  20  public  jneetings 
to  advocate  the  library;  and  attendance  at  18  library  meetings. 

The  Summer  School  was  held  as  usual  at  State  College  for  six 
weeks.    The  attendance  was  not  as  large  as  could  have  been  hoped, 
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only  eight  students  having  enrolled.  But  the  quality  of  work  done 
was  very  good  and  we  believe  the  time  was  well  spent. 

Gifts. 

Library  work  has  been  aided  or  provided  for  in  several  places  by 
the  generosity  of  friends.  In  addition  to  those  presented  in  the  Jan- 
uary number  of  the  Pennsylvania  Library  Notes  the  following  are 
recorded : 

Germantown. — Friends'  Free  Library,  $1,000  from  the  old  German- 
town  Library  which  has  gone  out  of  existence. 

Hanover. — Public  Library,  $6,000  from  Miss  Emily  Young. 

BlairsviUe. — Public  Library,  $295  from  the  Civic  Club  to  reduce 
the  debt  on  the  library  building. 

North  East. — McCord  Memorial  Library,  $540  from  the  Woman's 
Club  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  books. 

Newville. — $20,000  for  a  building  and  an  annual  income  of  $2,500 
for  support,  from  John  Graham.  This  will  be  available  on  the  death 
of  the  widow. 

Ellwood  CVi^f/.— Public  Library,  $560  from  the  Woman's  Club. 
Oil  City. — Carnegie  Library,  $600  given  by  a  citizen  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  and  $170  from  the  Woman's  Club. 

Libraries. 

New  libraries  have  been  established  in  the  following  places : 
Ambridge,  June  10,  1915. 

Black  Lick,  May  6,  1916.  '    '       ■        ■  ' 

Cynwyd,  July  1,  1915. 

New  Britain,  March  11,  1916. 

Newport,  November  24,  1915. 

Parkesburg,  January  16,  1916. 

Taylor,  June  3,  1915. 

Ulysses,  March  6,  1916. 

W^ellsboro,  May  16,  1916. 

The  following  libraries  have  been  changed  from  subscription  li- 
braries and  made  free  to  all : 

Butler  Public  Library  in  June  1916. 
Bristol  Library  in  May,  1916. 

Libraries  have  been  organized  by  our  staff  in  the  following  places : 
Ambridge  Chester  County  school  library 

Taylor  New  Britain,  (Society) 

Newport  St.  Petersburg 


29 


Grantham,  (school) 

Ulysses 

Parkesburg- 


Black  Lick 
Elkland 


Round  Table  Meetings. 


Meetings  have  been  held  in  thirteen  places  to  give  the  librarians  an 
opportunity  to  get  together  and  talk  over  their  problems.  One  of 
these  was  the  meeting  of  the  State  Library  Association,  with  which 
the  Commission  has  no  responsible  connection.  At  this  meeting  the 
program  is  of  a  somewhat  pretentious  character  and  includes  discus- 
sions of  the  larger  problems. 

The  other  meetings  were  under  the  direction  of  the  Commission  and 
are  very  informal  in  character.  Such  gatherings  being  smaller  are 
participated  in  more  freely  and  are  more  practical  in  their  results. 

The  State  meeting  was  held  at  Butler,  October  21,  22,  23,  1915,  and 
the  others  as  follows : 

Phcenixville,  November  17,  1915. 

West  Chester,  February  16,  1916. 

Carlisle,  April  27,  1916. 

Blairsville,  May  3,  1916. 

Carnegie,  May  4,  1916. 

Sewickley,  May  5,  1916. 

Foxburg,  May  9,  1916. 

Port  Allegheny,  May  11,  1916. 

Erie,  May  12,  1916. 

Jenkintown,  May  17,  1916. 

Hazleton,  May  25,  1916. 

Dimock,  June  1,  1916. 

These  meetings  were  very  successful  both  in  attendance  and  interest. 
The  only  exception  being  the  one  at  Erie,  which  was  attended  by  but 
one  outside  librarian.  'We  can  give  no  reason  for  the  lack  of  attendance 
except  that  the  librarians  were  not  interested. 


The  new  building  at  Warren  is  the  only  one  which  has  been  com- 
pleted this  year.  This  is  a  gift  by  two  citizens  of  the  town  and  was  to 
cost  about  $80,000.  It  is  a  beautiful  building  and  will  provide  the  li- 
brary with  an  opportunity  to  do  very  progressive  work.  In  addition 
to  the  building  and  lot  is  an  endowment  to  provide  fo:-  care  of  the 
property. 


Buildings. 


« 
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So  much  for  the  past.  For  the  future  the  prospect,  so  far  as  work 
is  concerned,  is  very  bright.  After  deciding  to  cut  out  the  Summer 
School  as  a  matter  of  economy  it  became  apparent  that  we  must  con- 
tinue it.  Several  people  consulted  us  about  attendance  and  were  so 
positive  about  the  matter  that  we  could  see  no  way  out  of  it.  As  a 
result,  some  friends  of  the  library  movement  were  appealed  to  and 
Mr.  Belin,  Major  Kosengarten  and  Mr.  Church  contributed  $50  each 
and  we  felt  justified  in  planning  for  another  session.  At  present  we 
have  16  applications  on  file  and  several  others  are  considering  at- 
tending. ^ 

The  problem  of  Americanizing  the  foreign  speaking  people  m  our 
country  has  been  a  prominent  one  in  library  circles  for  several  years. 
This  is  particularly  true  in  our  State  and  efforts  have  been  made  to 
provide  books  which  would  help  in  this  w^ay.  This  last  fall  a  move- 
ment was  started  to  bring  together  all  those  organizations  which  are 
active  in  this  work.  The  culmination  was  reached  in  a  meeting  held  in 
Philadelphia  in  January  last  which  was  attended  by  your  assistant 
secretary  who  was  chairman  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  American 
Library  Association. 

We  expect  to  entertain  a  considerable  number  of  the  western  mem- 
bers of  the  A.  L.  A.  when  they  come  east  to  attend  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  association  at  Asbury  Park.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
for  those  who  come  by  special  train  from  Chicago  and  St.  Louis  to  stop 
here  for  three  hours  and  we  are  hoping  to  entertain  them  so  they  will 
want  to  come  agian. 

We  were  invited  to  send  an  exhibit  of  our  work  to  the  national  meet- 
ing of  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  in  New  York  in  May.  In  re- 
sponse we  sent  some  pictures  of  library  buildings  and  traveling  li- 
braries, and  some  cards  illustrating  our  way  of  making  up  study  club 
collections. 

In  closing  this  I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  services  of 
the  members  of  the  staff.  Nothing  but  their  devotion  to  the  work 
would  have  enabled  us  to  accomplish  what  we  have.  Their  interest 
in  and  fidelity  to  their  duties  deserve  the  highest  commendation. 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  are  as  follows : 


Books, 
Freight, 


Miscellaneous,   

Pennsylvania  Library  Notes, 
Postage,  


$994.58 
667.11 
100.52 
166.60 
225.00 
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Printed  catalogue  cards, 


26.07 
11.65 
8,340.00 
171.57 
251 . 56 
970.87 


Printing, 

Salaries, 

Services, 


Summer  School, 
Travel,   


$11,925.53 


LIBRARY  WEEK. 


The  Boys  Scouts  of  America  are  planning  to  observe  the  week  of 
December  3d-9th  as  "Good  Book  Week."  Their  purpose  is  to  urge 
upon  parents,  teachers  and  others  the  importance  of  selecting  good 
books  for  the  children  to  read. 

This  movement  has  been  endorsed  by  the  A.  L.  A.  and  at  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  LeagT.xe  of  Library  Commissions  at  Asbury  Park,  it  was 
decided  to  urge  libraries  to  join  with  the  Boy  Scouts  and  make  the 
week  not  only  a  time  for  pushing  good  books  but  the  library  as  well. 
Miss  Mary  E.  Downey,  library  organizer  of  Utah,  and  Robert  P.  Bliss, 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Free  Library  Commission,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  push  the  matter. 

In  a  small  town  in  this  State  the  writer  was  told  by  at  least  ten  men, 
all  residents,  that  they  did  not  know  where  the  library  was  located 
although  it  was  within  one  hundred  yards  of  where  they  stood.  Is  it 
any  wonder  that  the  library  workers  at  the  same  time  were  complain- 
ing of  the  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  public?  Could  this 
happen  in  your  town 

Does  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  your  town  know  there  is  a 
library?  Where  it  is  located?  What  it  contains?  Plow  it  may  be 
used?  Who  manages  it?  How  it  is  supported?  How  much  it  costs? 
What  it  woiild  do  for  the  community  if  adequately  supported? 

It  is  for  the  purpose  of  answering  these  ciuestions  that  it  is  pro- 
posed to  observe  the  first  week  in  December  as  "Library  Week." 
Begin  now  to  make  plans  for  its  celebration.  Plan  something  different 
for  each  day.  Hold  the  library  before  the  people  for  these  seven  days 
in  such  a  way  that  they  will  never  forget  it. 

Later  on  we  will  make  some  suggestions  which  will  be  helpful,  but 
do  not  wait  for  these.  Make  your  own  plans  and  try  to  make  the 
people  believe  that  the  library  is  the  most  worth  while  institution  in 
the  town. 
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DISINFECTING  BOOKS. 

Several  inquiries  have  come  to  us  from  librarians  who  have  been 
disquieted  by  a  statement  of  Dr.  Dixon,  our  Commissioner  of  Health, 
in  regard  to  the  possibility  of  transmitting  disease  by  means  of  library 
books.  This  makes  it  seem  advisable  to  say  a  few  words  about  this 
matter. 

Our  Department  of  Health  has  done  a  great  work  in  the  State  in  the 
way  of  preventing  the  spread  of  disease  and  of  stamping  it  out  en- 
tirely. Typhoid  fever,  smallpox,  diptheria,  and  other  of  the  dreaded 
forms  have  been  fought  until  they  have  almost  disappeared.  Even 
tuberculosis  has  been  shown  to  be  amenable  to  regulation.  A  very 
important  work  has  been  accomplished  and  our  people  owe  much  to  the 
skill,  vigilance  and  energy  with  which  the  war  has  been  waged.  The 
department  never  sleeps.  Some  one  is  on  duty  all  the  time,  ready  day 
and  night,  to  put  in  motion  the  forces  to  repel  an  invasion  of  con- 
tagious disease  wherever  or  whenever  it  may  be  made. 

In  carrying  on  this  work  many  things  have  been  learned  which  have 
been  useful  in  fighting  disease.  One  of  these  things  is  that  disease 
germs  are  carried  by  a  great  variety  of  means.  Typhoid  fever  is  car- 
ried by  water  and  milk.  It  has  not  been  actually  proven,  but  there 
is  strong  evidence  that  an  epidemic  of  small  pox  was  brought  about  by 
handling  money.  In  another  case  a  letter  was  the  only  rational  ex- 
planation of  the  transmission  of  the  same  disease.  Street  cars,  con- 
tact with  those  we  meet  on  the  street,  kissing,  churches  and  other  pub- 
lic gathei-ings  are  all  recognized  means  for  spreading  disease. 

In  view  of  all  this  it  need  not  surprise  any  one  to  be  told  that  disease 
germs  may  be  carried  by  books.  It  would  be  phenomenal  if  tliis  were 
not  the  ease.  There  is  no  question  that  the  same  care  should  be  taken 
in  handling  books  as  in  handling  anything  else.  But,  on  the  other 
liand,  we  are  not  able  to  find  in  our  department  of  health,  any  records, 
showing  that  books  actually  have  been  the  means  of  transmitting 
disease.  It  is  possible  for  them  to  do  so,  but  we  question  whether  they 
ever  have. 

With  librarians,  this  is  a  very  practical  question  which  should  re- 
ceive careful  consideration.  If  books  are  dangerous,  the  place  where 
the  danger  is  greatest  is  in  the  library.  No  one  is  in  greater  danger 
of  infection  than  the  librarian.  What  can  be  done  to  lessen  this 
danger?  In  deciding  this,  there  are  certain  facts  which  should  bp 
borne  in  mind. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  books  carry  disease. 
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So  few  disease  germs  have  been  idenitfied  that  it  is  impossible  to  tell 
whether  a  book  is  infected  or  not. 

Some  germs  are  easily  killed  but  no  process  of  disinfection  is  reliable 
unless  it  destroys  all  germ  life  in  the  book. 

If  books  are  standing  close  together  on  a  shelf  in  a  room  where  there 
is  a  contagious  disease,  the  probability  is  that  no  geimis  will  penetrate 
between  the  leaves  and  ordinary  fumigation  will  be  sufficient. 

If  a  book  has  been  handled  by  a  patient  or  has  been  left  open  in  the 
sick  room,  the  possibility  is  that  germs  have  entered  between  the  leaves 
and  more  drastic  action  is  necessary. 

In  the  latter  case  two  processes  of  disinfection  are  possible. 

(a)  The  book  may  be  soaked  in  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid  in  naph- 
tha or  gasoline  imtil  the  liquid  has  penetrated  every  part; 

(b)  It  may  be  subjected  to  the  action  of  live  steam  to  the  same 
extent. 

Both  of  these  processes  will  ruin  the  binding  and  rebinding  will  be 
necessary.  They  should  not  be  adopted,  therefore,  in  any  case  where 
the  cost  of  disinfection  and  rebinding  will  exceed  the  price  of  a  new 
book.  Cheaper  books  should  be  thrown  in  the  fire  and  replaced  with 
new  copies. 

To  sum  up,  we  believe  that  any  library  which  practices  the  follow- 
ing advice  will  be  taking  all  the  precautions  necessary  in  ordinary 
eases : 

Arrange  with  the  local  health  board  or  officer  to  notify  you  promptly 
of  the  appearance  of  a  contagious  or  infectious  disease  in  your  neigh- 
boi'hood  (not  simply  in  your  town)  ascertain,  immediately  on  notifica- 
tion, if  any  of  your  books  are  in  the  home  infected.  If  so,  instruct  the 
health  officer  to  destroy  them  without  having  them  taken  from  the 
house  or  arrange  to  have  them  disinfected  by  one  of  the  processes  given 
above. 

If  there  should  be  an  undue  number  of  such  cases,  it  might  be  well 
to  close  the  libraiy. 


SUMMER  SCHOOL. 

The  summer  school  for  librarj^  workers  began  its  sixth  session  on 
June  26th,  at  State  College.  The  attendance  this  year  is  large  and 
the  students  are  enthusiastic  in  their  work.  The  teaching  staff  is  the 
same  as  last  year  and  in  addition  lectures  have  been  given  by  Dr. 
Runkle,  of  the  State  College  faculty;  Miss  Agnes  F.  Greer,  of  the 
Tacoma  Public  Library ;  Arthur  L.  Bailey,  Wilraing-ton  Institute  Free 
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Library,  Wilmington,  Delaware;  Mrs.  Isaac  H.  Rhoads,  Lansdowne, 
Pa. ;  and  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Montgomery,  State  Librarian. 
The  roster  of  students  is  as  follows : 

Campbell,  Juliette  E.,   Public  Library,  Butler. 

Halfpenny,  Edith   Himmelreich  Library,  Lewisburg. 

Henry,  Marion  H  Public  Library,  Ellwood  City. 

Himes,  Mary  Hay  Pennsylvania  College,  Gettysburg. 

Hively,  Viola  G  Public  Library,  Easton. 

Hoke,  H.  Ethel  Public  Library,  Planover. 

Kintzing,  Helen  Ross  Library,  Lock  Haven. 

Lehman,  Myrtle  C  West  End  Library,  Chester. 

Lewis,  Minerva  C  P.  R.  R.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Tyrone. 

McJunkin,  Clara  B  Public  Library,  Butler. 

Mattes,  Mary  E  Carnegie  Library,  Homestead. 

Minster,  Maud   Lligh  School,  Altoona. 

Niles,  Frances  I.   Public  Library,  Coudersport. 

Pollock,  Ruth  L  Muskingum  College,  New  Concord, 

Ohio. 

Ruth,  Helen  L  High  School,  Reading. 

Shellenberger,  Mary  M  Public  Library,  Easton. 

Smith,  Audrey  Public  Library,  St.  Marys. 

Whitcomb,  Mary  E  Public  Library,  Harrisburg. 

Youngman,  Madeline   Ross  Library,  Lock  Haven. 

Course  for  TezYchers. 

Irwin,  Elsie  V  Public  Schools,  Philadelphia. 

Jones,  Elsie  M  High  School,  Slatington. 

Miller,  Katharine  High  School,  Port  Allegheny. 

Tyson,  Edna  A  Girls'  High  School,  Reading. 


WARREN  S  NEW  BUILDING. 

The  new  building  for  the  Warren  Public  Library  was  opened  to 
the  public  on  Jiuie  8,  1916.  It  is  a  memorial  presented  to  the  town 
by  Mr.  J.  P.  Jefferson  and  E.  D.  Wetmore.  Exercises  were  held  at  the 
Library  Theatre  at  which  the  keys  of  the  new  building  were  turned 
over  to  the  trustees  and  received  by  them  with  appropriate  speeches. 

A  very  interesting  part  of  the  program,  although  not  printed  on  it, 
was  the  presentation  by  the  Board  of  Control  of  a  beautiful  gold 
w^atch  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Weiss,  who  has  been  librarian  since  1889. 
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The  library  is  very  attractive,  built  of  Indiana  limestone  and  marble, 
approximately  75x125  feet  square. 

As  one  passes  through  the  door  he  enters  a  large  room  divided  by 
iron  grills  and  glass  into  three  sections.  In  the  center  is  the  charging 
desk  with  accommodation  for  people  who  are  waiting  for  books.  On 
the  right  the  space  is  for  adult  readers  and  students,  on  the  left  are 
accommodations  for  children. 

The  space  back  of  the  charging  desk  is  given  up  to  book  stacks  which 
reach  nearly  to  the  back  of  the  building.  At  the  extreme  rear  is  a 
space  with  tables  and  chairs  for  those  who  wish  to  consult  books  with- 
out taking  them  to  the  reading  room.  There  is  room  for  a  second  story 
of  stacks  and  the  basement  underneath  is  fitted  with  cases,  making  a 
three-story  stack  room.  On  this  floor  also  are  two  rooms,  one  an  office 
for  the  librarian  and  the  other  a  work  room  for  the  staff. 

In  the  basement,  in  addition  to  heating  and  other  apparatus  is  a  rest 
room  for  the  staff,  a  book  bindery  and  a  men's  smoking-room. 

Over  the  adult's  and  children's  rooms  is  a  second  floor  containing 
an  art  gallery  and  room  for  an  historical  society. 

FIELD  NOTES. 

Alexandria. — The  Memorial  Public  Library  has  had  a  very  success- 
ful story  hour  on  Saturday  afternoon.  The  stories  were  told  by  Miss 
Walker  and  Miss  Philips. 

Allentown. — The  support  of  the  Free  Library  has  been  placed  upon 
a  definite  tax  rate  of  one-fourth  of  a  mill. 

Berwyn. — Miss  Emilie  L.  Barry  has  been  appointed  librarian  of 
the  Free  Library. 

Bristol. — The  Bristol  Library  which  has  been  in  existence  since 
1878,  has  been  made  free  and  was  re-opened  in  new  quarters  on  May 
8th.  It  is  to  be  reorganized  during  the  summer,  and  is  housed  in  very 
pleasant  rooms  with  a  reading  porch  overlooking  the  river.  Miss  Mary 
P.  Rogers  is  librarian. 

Butler. — A  campaign  has  been  arranged  to  raise  funds  to  purchase 
the  site  for  a  library  building  and  for  equipment. 

Dimock. — A  local  library  meeting  was  held  in  the  Free  Library  on 
June  1st.  Owing  to  the  inaccessible  location  of  Dimock  only  four 
libraries  were  represented  but  there  was  a  large  turnout.  Thirty-one 
sat  down  to  a  lunch  served  by  the  two  Ladies'  Aid  Societies,  in  the 
new  Community  House.  The  meeting  was  very  enthusiastic  with 
lively  discussions. 
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Ellwood  City. — Five  liiuidred  and  sixty  dollars  was  raised  for  the 
library  in  the  campaig-n  carried  on  by  the  Woman's  Club.  The  Club 
gave  $1.00  per  member,  they  had  a  tag  day,  a  house  to  house  subscrip- 
tion and  the  teachers  gave  $115  towards  the  fund. 

Harrisburg.— Miss  Alice  R.  Eaton,  librarian  of  the  Public  Library 
is  away  on  a  several  months '  leave  of  absence,  and  Miss  Susan  R.  Clen- 
dennin  is  in  charge.  Miss  Ethel  Fair,  New  York  Library  School,  1916, 
will  take  up  the  duties  of  first  assistant  on  August  1st. 

Lewisburg. — Miss  Florence  Barber,  librarian  of  the  Himmelreieh 
Library,  has  resigned  and  Miss  Edith  Halfpenny  has  taken  her  place. 

Lock  Haven. — The  Ross  Library  is  being  remodeled  to  give  more 
space  on  the  first  floor.  A  larger  children's  room  will  be  included  and 
a  magazine  room. 

MecJianicsburg. — Mechanicsburg  is  planning  for  a  Free  Library 
through  the  co-operation  of  the  old  Library  Association,  the  Woman's 
Club  and  a  general  connnittee  representing  the  town. 

Mercer. — The  Mercer  Free  Library  is  being  organized  and  will  be 
opened  soon.  About  400  books  were  given  at  a  book  x-eception,  350 
were  purchased  and  Dr.  Randolph  gave  $500  from  hisi  library  and 
book  cases. 

The  library  is  housed  in  a  very  pleasant  room  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  bank  building,  with  attractive  walls  and  furniture.  Mrs. 
Emery  is  librarian-in-chief. 

Neivville.—A  legacy  of  $10,000  for  a  library  building,  $10,000  for 
books  and  equipment,  and  an  endowment  yielding  an  income  of  $2,500 
yearly,  was  left  the  town  by  the  late  -Tohn  Graham.  The  legacy  will 
be  available  upon  the  death  of  the  wife. 

Oil  City — The  Carnegie  Library  has  raised  $770  for  their  book 
fund,  $670  of  which  was  from  citizens  and  $100  from  the  AVoman's 
Club. 

Parhesbiirg. — Miss  Mary  Lindenburg  has  been  appointed  librarian 
of  the  Free  Library.  The  library  has  been  moved  into  a  corner  store- 
room on  the  first  floor  of  the  bank  building  and  is  growing  in  popu- 
larity very  rapidly. 

Pittsburgh. — Miss  Amy  Baldwin,  librarian  of  the  West  End  Branch 
of  the  Carnegie  Library,  was  married  on  December  24th  to  Mr.  Ernest 
G.  Beihhart. 

PottsviUe. — Miss  Root,  an  assistant  on  the  staff  of  the  Free  Library 
has  resigned,  and  Miss  H.  Ethel  Hoke,  of  Hanover,  has  been  appointed. 
Punxsutaivncy. — A  joint  committee  composed  of  members  of  the 
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Chautauqua  Circle,  the  Irving  Club,  the  West  End  Teachers'  Asso- 
ciation and  from  the  various  wards  of  the  town,  is  planning  for  a  free 
public  library. 

Seivickley. — Plans  for  the  new  building  have  been  accepted  and 
construction  work  will  soon  be  started. 

Warre7i. — The  new  library  building  was  opened  on  June  8th,  with 
public  services  in  the  new  Library  Theatre. 

Wellsboro. — The  Green  Free  Library  was  formally  opened  on  May 
16th  with  3,000  volumes  ready  for  circulation.  The  room  was  dee- 
orated  in  apple  blossoms  and  tulips  and  an  afternoon  and  evening  re- 
ception was  held.  It  is  hoped  that  the  permanent  home  of  the  library 
will  be  ready  for  use  by  Fall. 

West  Chester. — The  children,  of  the  town  raised  $197.70  towards  the 
cost  of  the  new  children's  room  being  added  to  the  Public  Library. 

Wilson. — The  Carnegie  Library  of  Duquesne  has  established  a 
branch  in  Wilson  under  the  control  of  the  School  Board. 

Wyalusing. — Mrs.  Charles  W.  Newman  is  the  new  librarian  in  the 
Wyalusing  library.  The  work  done  for  the  schools  has  grown  very 
decidedly  during  the  last  year.  The  AVoman's  Club  has  donated  $10 
for  children's  books. 
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An  important  foinvard  step  was  taken  when  some  of  our  library 
trustees  gathered  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  State  Association,  at 
Wernersville,  to  talk  over  library  matters  from  their  own  standpoint. 
It  means  a  great  deal  for  busy  people  to  take  the  time  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  this  kind  and  conferences  of  such  will  be  sure  to  pro- 
duce results.  Some  librarians  are  afraid  that  trustees  will  be  en- 
couraged to  interfere  in  the  details  of  the  work,  but  it  seems  to  us 
that  what  is  learned  at  such  a  meeting  will  have  the  opposite  effect. 
Surely  no  trustee  could  attend  such  a  meeting  and  go  away  without 
having  a  broader  outlook  and  clearer  understanding  of  the  work  being 
done.  He  would  learn  that  his  library,  instead  of  being  off  in  a  corner 
by  itself,  is  only  one  of  a  great  number,  all  seeking  the  same  goal  and 
actuated  by  the  same  impulses,  and  that  an  incalculable  benefit  comes 
from  meeting  together  and  talking  things  over. 

The  librarians  have  learned  this.  There  was  a  time  when  each  one 
worked  away  in  her  own  place  without  any  thought  as  to  what  was 
being  done  in  other  towns.  These  State  meetings,  by  bringing  to- 
gether workers  from  different  parts  of  the  State,  have  broken  that 
feeling  of  isolation  and  made  them  realize  that  they  are  parts  of  one 
great  whole  and  that  what  aff'ects  one  aff'eets  all.  This  is  a  great  gain, 
because  it  makes  possible  united  action,  which  is  always  more  effective 
through  the  influence  of  numbers. 

If  we  can  now  inculcate  tliis  idea  of  solidarity  among  the  trustees 
we  will  have  added  a  great  deal  to  the  influence  we  exert.  With  this 
addition  we  will  have  our  work  backed  up  by  a  stronger  public  opinion 
and  we  can  accomplish  much  which  is  now  impossible.  If  the  authori- 
ties realize  that  the  library  has  the  support  of  the  people  generally, 
and  is  not  merely  a  temporary  fad  taken  up  by  a  few  enthusiasts, 
they  will  give  it  more  attention.  It  will  not  be  thought  of  as  a  charity 
to  receive  whatever  may  be  left  over  after  everything  else  is  cared 
for.  If  the  library  trustees  take  a  more  active  part  in  the  work  of  the 
State  Association  it  is  sure  to  result  in  better  library  conditions. 

We  hope  that  this  movement  will  not  be  allowed  to  fail,  but  pushed 
on  until  the  meetings  of  the  trustees'  section  rival  those  of  the 
Association  itself. 

KEYSTONE  STATE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

The  sixteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Keystone  State  Library  Asso- 
ciation was  held  at  Galen  Hall,  Wernersville,  on  October  12th,  13th, 
14th.   It  was  in  every  respect  a  splendid  meeting  of  which  the  Asso- 
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ciation  is  justified  in  feeling  proud.  The  number  in  attendance  was 
much  larger  than  ever  before  and  so  was  the  number  of  libraries  repre- 
sented. The  places  from  which  there  were  delegates  ranged  in  size 
from  the  largest  cities  to  villages  of  a  few  hundred  people.  It  is  a 
matter  of  regret  that  some  faces  which  we  have  associated  with  these 
meetings  were  not  seen.  ■  ^ 

More  important,  however,  than  the  numbers  was  the  spirit  which 
prevailed.  This  included  the  enthusiasm,  of  course,  but  there  was 
something  deeper  than  that— something  which  cannot  be  described, 
but  which  was  felt  by  every  one  present.  There  was  not  as  much  dis- 
cussion as  at  some  other  meetings,  but  this  was  due  to  the  absence  of 
opportunity  rather  than  anything  else.  The  program  was  too  full  to 
give  time  for  it. 

_  The  meeting  began  on  Thursday  evening  with  a  short  business  ses- 
sion. 0.  R.  Howard  Thomson,  the  president,  delivered  a  short  address 
in  which  he  called  attention  to  the  need  of  legislation  to  aid  libraries, 
particularly  the  codification  of  what  there  is  now  in  force.  He  also 
spoke  of  the  apparent  neglect  of  the  library  and  a  general  feeling  of 
indifference.  ° 

Looking  at  the  matter  from  the  practical  side,  the  best  paper,  pos- 
sibly, was  the  one  by  Mr.  Marx,  of  Easton.  His  subject  was  ''The 
indifference  of  the  public."  This  had  been  given  by  many  librarians 
of  the  State  as  one  of  the  chief  hindrances  to  their  work.  Mr.  IMarx 
admitted  that  there  was  considerable  indifference  on  the  part  of  the 
people  but  took  the  ground  that  it  should  spur  the  librarian  on  to 
overcome  it.  The  paper  will  be  published  in  one  of  the  larger  library 
papers  and  will  be  worth  reading  by  librarians. 

"The  library  a  civic  institution,"  was  discussed  by  Miss  Roberts, 
of  Pottsville.  She  took  the  ground  that  the  library  should  not  be  re- 
garded as  a  charity,  as  it  too  often  is,  but  as  a  part  of  the  community 
organization  which  is  as  important  as  any  other.  It  should  not  be  con- 
sidered a  thing  to  be  supported  by  casual  gifts  and  the  proceeds  of 
entertainments,  but  should  be  eared  for  by  public  funds  just  as  sewers 
and  parks  are.  Instead  of  being  the  last  item  in  making  up  the  com- 
munity budget,  it  should  be  among  the  first. 

Mrs.  Maltby,  of  the  Tompkins  Square  Branch  of  the  New  York 
Public  Library,  who  has  given  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the  subject 
spoke  on  "The  point  of  contact  with  the  foreigner."   She  told  of  her 
experiences  with  the  foreign-speaking  people  whom  she  met  in  her 
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work  and  showed  that  the  way  to  get  hold  of  them  is  through  their 
Church,  or  school,  or  social  organizations,  or  the  children. 

The  second  half  of  the  Friday  morning  session  was  devoted  to  story 
telling,  under  the  leadership  of  Miss  Edna  Whiteman,  of  the  Carnegie 
Library,  Pittsburgh.  She  introduced  the  subject  by  a  talk  on  the  pur- 
pose of  story  telling,  the  points  made  being  illustrated  by  stories  told 
by  Miss  Carnegie,  Miss  Diescher,  and  herself,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Li- 
brary, and  Miss  Williamson  and  Miss  Balderston,  of  the  Free  Library 
of  Philadelphia. 

The  literary  features  of  the  program  were  lectures  by  John  Cowper 
Powys,  who  talked  about  Shakespeare,  and  by  Dr.  J.  Duncan  Spaeth, 
who  discussed  the  works  of  the  present-day  poets,  Rupert  Brooke  and 
John  Masefield. 

The  liveliest  session  was  that  of  Saturday  morning  which,  after  the 
lecture  by  Dr.  Spaeth,  was  given  up  to  the  transaction  of  business. 
Among  other  items  the  proposition  was  made  to  change  the  name  of  the 
Association  by  substituting  the  word  "Pennsylvania,"  for  the  words, 
"Keystone  State."  This  was  received  with  considerable  opposition, 
and  after  much  discussion  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  report  at  the 
next  meeting. 

The  entire  session  of  Friday  afternoon  was  devoted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  school  and  college  library  problems.  Miss  Helen  A.  Ganzer, 
of  the  Millersville  Normal  School,  was  in  charge  and  the  following 
topics  were  discussed : 

"The  school  library  situation,"  presented  by  J\Tiss  l\Iary  E.  Hall, 
librarian  of  the  Girls'  High  School,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

"Cooperation  between  the  public  library  and  the  public  school," 
was  discussed  by  Miss  Effie  L.  Power,  supervisor  of  work  with  schools, 
Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh. 

Miss  Power's  paper  will  be  published  in  full  by  the  Carnegie  Li- 
brary. Among  other  things  she  said,  "The  subject  of  cooperation 
between  the  public  library  and  the  public  school  is  an  ever  changing 
and  ever  expanding  one.  The  fundamental  principles  underlying  the 
exchange  of  ideas  and  service  between  these  two  institutions  were  long 
ago  expressed,  but  their  interpretation  and  practical  application  have 
grown  with  the  years'  experience.  *  *  *  There  are  still  a  few 
librarians  and  teachers  among  us  who  cling  to  the  days  of  convenient 
fixed  notions.  The  former  talk  much  of  "School  atmosphere"  and  the 
' '  teacher 's  attitude. ' '  The  latter  say  that  librarians  know  the  outsides 
of  many  books  and  the  contents  of  few  and  refer  quite  boldly  to  red 
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tape.  But  in  the  main  we  hold  the  same  educational  ideals  and  are 
rapidly  accepting  the  same  modern  progressive  methods.  Special 
training  in  each  field  is  being  defined  and  inter-related.  The  best  or- 
ganized libraries  are  requiring  trained  teachers  at  the  head  of  instruc- 
tion departments  and  schools  are  demanding  trained  and  experienced 
librarians  in  their  libraries.  Teachers  and  librarians  are  also  learning 
a  common  technical  language.  *  *  *  The  part  which  a  well 
trained  school  librarian  may  take  in  school  work  has  been  presented 
to  this  Association  many  times.  This  personal  professional  service 
is  the  most  important  phase  of  school  and  library  cooperation  since  it 
is  the  basis  of  all  organized  institutional  cooperation.  A  public  library 
should  stand  for  expert  service  of  a  known  kind  and  such  service 
should  be  recognized,  respected  and  used  by  specialists  in  other  fields. 
*  *  *  A  recent  number  of  ^  poptilar  magazine  contains  the  story 
of  the  making  of  an  Ameriaen  woman  from  a  foreign  child  in  the 
slums.  In  giving  her  reminiscences  she  says:  "I  often  think  I  did  not 
grow  up  in  the  Ghetto,  but  in  the  books  I  read  as  a  child  in  the  Ghetto." 
This  young  woman  grew  up  in  Pittsburgh  and  was  well  known  in  one 
of  our  library  branches,  but  the  tribute  she  pays  to  the  effect  of  good 
books  over  and  against  environment  is  being  daily  repeated  in  the  lives 
of  many  boys  and  girls  in  many  Pennsylvania  mill  towns  and  cities. 
That  this  influence  may  become  universal  is  the  combined  purpose  of 
the  public  school  and  the  public  library. ' ' 

"Reading  of  students  in  High  Schools,  Normal  Schools  and  Col- 
leges, and  How  to  Improve  It."  This  was  taken  up  by  Miss  Sarah  C. 
Evans,  librarian  of  the  AVest  Chester  High  School;  IMiss  Ella  C. 
Ritchie,  of  the  Bloomsburg  Normal  School ;  Miss  Helen  Sharpless,  of 
the  Haverford  College  library. 

The  proposition  to  establish  a  school  and  college  section  of  the  State 
Library  Association  was  then  taken  up  and  after  some  discussion  was 
approved.  The  organization  was  completed  by  the  election  of  J\Iiss 
Clara  E.  Howard,  president,  and  Miss  Susan  Himmelwright,  secretary. 

On  Saturday  morning  there  were  three  round  tables,  one  for  each 
class,  High  School,  Normal  School,  and  College. 

On  Friday  afternoon  there  was  also  a  meeting  of  library  trustees  at 
which  it  was  decided  to  organize  a  trustee's  section  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  carry  on  the  publicity  work  through  the  year  and  try 
to  increase  the  attendance  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  report  presented  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Association  showed 
that  the  receipts  for  the  year  had  been  $322.91,  and  expenses  $148.24, 
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leaving  a  balance  of  $174.67.  There  is  $264.42  in  tLe  savings  bank 
and  the  membership  is  :  Institutional,  33  ;  Individual,  128. 

Altogether,  the  1916  meeting  set  a  standard  which  will  make  future 
committees  work  hard  to  reach. 

At  the  business  session  on  Saturday  morning  the  following  officers 
were  elected  for  the  coming  year : 
President,  Mrs.  Jean  A.  liard,  Erie. 
Vice-president,  Miss  Florence  Hulings,  Lock  Haven. 
Secretai-y,  Miss  Flora  B.  Roberts,  Pottsville. 
Treasurer,  Miss  Anna  A.  MacDonald,  Harrisburg. 

The  attendance  was  about  135  individuals,  representing  60  libraries. 
The  libraries  were  classified  as  follows: 


Free  libraries,    36 

Subscription  libraries,   2 

High  School  libraries,    8 

Normal  Schools,   5 

Colleges,    9 


GOOD  BOOK  WEEK. 

The  week  beginning  December  4th  has  been  set  apart  by  the  Boy 
Scouts  as  "Good  Book  Week."  It  is  the  purpose  to  iTse  the  time  to 
bring  to  the  attention  of  parents  and  others  the  importance  of  provid- 
ing the  young  people  with  better  literature  than  tliat  whieli  they  have 
been  reading.  The  Scout  leaders  have  learned  tliat  the  reading  of  the 
"Nick  Carter"  style  of  stories  has  a  great  influence  on  the  character 
of  boys  and  they  have  set  themselves  seriously  to  work  to  stop  it. 
Going  on  the  theory  that  it  is  better  to  make  the  change  by  providing 
w^ell-written  stories  which  will  appeal  to  the  same  instincts  as  the 
other,  they  have  gone  very  carefully  over  the  literature  for  boys  and 
have  selected  such  titles  as  are  really  good  and  are  devoting  themselves 
to  advertising  them.  Some  of  these  have  been  published  in  attractive 
bindings  bearing  the  device  of  the  Boy  Scouts  printed  in  colors  and 
are  sold  at  fifty  cents.  In  this  way  they  have  begun  a  competition  with 
the  poorer  books  which  makes  it  possible  for  parents  or  librarians  to 
purchase  the  good  almost  as  cheaply  as  the  bad.  Until  a  boy  has  read 
all  the  titles  in  this  series,  known  as  "The  Boys'  Own  Library,  Boy 
Scout  Edition,"  it  would  be  as  well  to  confine  purchases  to  them. 
They  are  not  what  are  usually  called  "classics,"  but  they  are  standing 
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the  test  of  time  and  appeal  to  those  traits  of  a  boy's  nature  which  call 
for  activity,  adventure  and  sense  of  manliness. 

This  move  on  the  part  of  the  Boy  Scouts  was  drawn  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  League  of  Library  Connnissions  at  the  Asbury  Park  meet- 
ing and  it  was  decided  not  only  to  endorse  the  plan  but  to  take  that 
same  week  and  make  it  a  "  Library  Week. ' '  The  purpose  in  this  is  to 
put  the  library  before  the  people  in  a  way  which  will  increase  its  use 
and  show  tliem  what  possibilities  of  service  there  are  in  it.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  League  appointed  Miss  Mary  E.  Downey  and  Robert  P. 
Bliss  a  committee  to  suggest  plans  for  the  observance  of  the  week. 
After  giving  the  matter  consideration  this  committee  concluded  that 
owing  to  the  great  variety  of  conditions  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
prepare  a  program  to  be  used  everywhere.  Instead  they  recommend 
that  the  week  be  given  up  to  bringing  the  library  to  the  attention  of 
the  people  in  the  ways  best  suited  to  the  community,  emphasis  being 
laid  on  the  idea  of  getting  people  to  the  library  to  see  for  themselves 
what  it  contains.  Another  point  on  which  the  committee  lays  stress 
is  that  this  week  is  to  be  considered  only  the  beginning  of  a  systematic 
course  of  advertising. 

As  a  suggestion  to  librarians  to  guide  them  in  forming  plans  the 
following  is  given : 

Use  the  newspapers,  street  cars,  posters,  lantern  slides  at  the 
"movies,"  to  the  fullest  extent.  Pay  for  this.  Buy  as  much  space 
in  a  newspaper  as  jou  can  use  and  pay  for  and  get  someone  who  knows 
how  to  write  advertisements  to  print  in  it. 

Get  the  ministers  to  preach  on  Sunday  on  the  value  and  benefit  of 
reading  good  books.  Ask  them  to  show  how  the  reading  of  books 
which  present  false  ideas  of  life  affect  the  character  of  the  reader. 

Invite  the  teachers  to  bring  the  children  to  the  library.  On  Mon- 
day have  the  primary  grades,  on  Tuesday  the  grammar  schools,  and 
on  Wednesday  the  high  school  pupils.  Show  them  what  there  is  for 
them  and  how  to  get  it. 

Invite  the  members  of  the  study  and  other  clubs  for  Thursday  and 
have  a  talk  to  show  what  the  library  is  doing  for  the  different  classes 
and  what  it  might  do  if  it  had  the  means. 

On  Friday  invite  the  professional,  business  and  tradesmen.  Be 
sure  and  invite  all  the  labor  organizations.  Show  them  how  the 
library  can  be  of  help  to  them. 

.A  systematic  effort  of  this  kind  carried  out  in  such  a  way  as  to 
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make  even  a  slight  impression  will  be  a  help,  but  it  should  be  followed 
just  as  systematically  during  all  the  year. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Keystone  State  Library  Association 
reference  was  made  to  the  deaths  during  the  year  of  Dr.  John  Thom- 
son and  Miss  Elmira  W.  Pennypacker.  A  committee  was  appointed  to' 
express  the  regret  of  the  Association  and  the  following  resolutions 
were  presented  and  adopted  by  a  imanimous  vote : 

The  Keystone  State  Library  Association  records  with  exceeding 
regret  the  death  during  the  past  year  of  two  members  who  have  been 
intimately  associated  with  its  activities  since  its  formation. 

Dr.  John  Thomson,  whose  active  life  closed  on  February  23,  1916, 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Association.  During  the  fifteen  years 
of  its  existence  his  wise  counsels  have  guided  its  activities  and  con- 
tributed largely  to  its  success.  Bringing  to  its  meetings  the  fruits  of 
a  scholarly  life  and  the  experience  gained  as  the  able  executive  of  the 
libraries  of  our  largest  city,  every  discussion  of  policies  or  methods 
gained  by  his  comments. 

In  1909  the  Association  expressed  its  appreciation  of  Dr.  Thomson's  ■ 
great  services  by  electing  him  honorary  president;  in  this  capacity 
he  acted  until  his  death. 

Miss  Elmira  W.  Pennypacker,  whose  death  occurred  July  30,  1916, 
had  been  librarian  of  the  Phoenixville  Public  Library  for  eighteen 
of  the  twenty  years  of  its  existence,  and  had  through  quiet,  unceasing 
devotion,  made  it  a  model  institution  and  a  definite  social  force  in  the 
community.  For  the  Association  she  acted  as  secretary  for  a  term. 
Her  dignity  and  devotion  to  duty  endeared  her  to  all  her  fellow- 
workers. 

Your  committee  moves  that  this  record  of  the  Association 's  apprecia- 
tion of  its  loss  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  and  that  the  secretary  be 
instructed  to  transmit  copies  of  this  resolution  to  the  families  of  Dr. 
Thomson  and  Miss  Pennypacker. 

Harrison  W.  Graver, 
Jean  E.  Grafpen, 
Margaret  Mann. 


Miss  Annie  Heckman,  librarian  of  the  Wernersville  Public  Library, 
was  killed  by  a  train  as  she  was  crossing  the  track  at  the  railroad  sta- 
tion on  October  18,  1916. 
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CHILDREN'S  READING  AND  THE  FAMILY. 
HANNAH  C.  ELLIS,  Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh. 

In  the  wreck  of  social  institutions  left  by  the  Industrial  Revolution, 
the  family- — the  fundamental  institution — seems  to  have  suffered  the 
greatest  barm.  Reports  of  charity  organizations  and  sociological  con- 
ferences are  full  of  discussions  concerning  the  great  task  of  "rehabili- 
tating the  family,"  there  being  a  common  belief  that  the  vigor  and 
beauty  and  joy  of  the  community  find  their  sources  in  the  happiness 
and  competence  of  the  family. 

The  pessimist  looks  at  the  wreck  and  says,  "The  family  has  gone 
to  the  dogs";  the  optimist  shuts  his  eyes;  and  the  man  with  what 
Walter  Weyle  would  call  the  "scientific  point  of  view,"  looks  at  the 
wreck  with  an  appreciation  of  what  is  worth  saving,  what  is  useless 
and  impeding — in  short — finds  the  causes  of  the  disaster  and  so  is 
of  use  in  rebuilding  the  institution.  We  would  all  agree  that  this 
institution  must  be  rebuilt  or  the  poverty  of  life  be  unbearably  deso- 
lating. We  need  its  shelter  as  a  nursery  for  the  choicest  and  most 
delicate  personalities,  and  for  the  refuge  from  the  complexities  and 
bewilderments  of  the  larger  life  of  the  community,  and  as  a  source  of 
strength  and  courage  for  our  service  in  the  world. 

What  place  has  the  library  during  this  transition  period  in  the  task 
of  destroying  impediments  and  fashioning  implements  of  use,  in  the 
rebuilding  of  the  social  order,  in  creating  the  outside  world  in  the  pat- 
tern of  its  inside  vision? 

If  the  people  had  the  wisdom  to  estimate  life  justly — its  essentials 
and  non-essentials,  its  good  and  bad,  its  beauty  and  ugliness, — would 
we  be  witnessing  the  present  panic  of  fear  that  Democracj^,  if  not  al- 
ready proved  a  failure,  is  displaying  with  such  abandon  its  crass  taste 
in  literature  and  art,  its  satisfaction  with  quack  science  and  pseudo 
religion,  its  pleasure  in  comfort  and  impatience  with  discipline  that 
its  case  is  hopeless (See  current  number  of  Atlantic:.)* 

■What  remedy  for  our  lack  of  wisdom  could  be  more  potent  than  a 
knowledge  of  the  world's  great  literature — that  record  of  the  supreme 
hopes  and  fears  and  experiences  of  those  most  gifted  with  power  to 
see  and  understand  and  live  life? 

The  very  fact  of  our  being  here  indicates  our  faith  in  the  potency 
of  books — our  problem  is  to  give  the  remedy. 


*Oetober,  1915. 
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And  in  order  to  understand  our  problem  in  a  measure,  let  us  sketch 
the  family  life  of  the  class  that  the  public  library  chiefly  serves. 

Tou  will  no  doubt  agree  that  the  rich  class  is  almost  entirely  elimi- 
nated. The  upper  middle  class  is  probably  quite  largely  served  in 
places  where  the  class  has  some  intellectual  life,  but  in  industrial  cities 
where  there  is  a  small  proportion  of  students  and  an  educated  profes- 
sional class,  the  chief  patron  is  the  lower  middle  class.  Let  us  look 
at  the  home  life  of  this  class  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  branch  library 
in  Pittsburgh. 

(I  quite  realize  that  this  sketch  would  not  be  true  perhaps  of  a  great 
portion  of  this  largest  class  throughout  the  country,  but  true  I  think 
in  the  great  industrial  cities— the  dangerous  spots  in  our  national  life.) 

In  this  district  we  have  the  families  of  the  laborer  and  the  small 
tradesman  and  professional  man. 

The  larger  port  of  the  population  is  of  the  unskilled  workingman 
class.  These  men  are  usually  immigrants,  and  if  they  are  married  they 
have  many  children  and  live  in  a  few  horrible  rooms,  and  if  not  they 
board  in  such  a  home.  It  is  chiefly  with  the  children  of  this  class  that 
the  library  deals  since  if  the  older  members  of  the  family  read  it  may 
quite  likely  be  some  language  in  which  the  library  has  no  books.  Con- 
trary to  Agnes  Eepplier  I  think  this  class  a  menace  only  as  we  exploit  it 
— however  we  haven't  time  to  discuss  that  point.  Miss  Eepplier  de- 
duces some  support  from  Horace  Kallen.  (Eead  his  articles  reviewing 
Eoss'  book  in  the  Nation  of  Feb.  18,  1915.) 

The  homes  of  this  immigrant  class  have  been  the  subject  of  so  much 
real  and  pseudo  sociological  writing  in  books  and  magazines  that  of 
course  we  are  too  familiar  with  and  weary  of  the  things  to  care  to  go 
over  the  subject  another  time.  "We  are  none  of  us  naive  enough  to 
fancy  that  reading  has  any  place  in  the  home  life  of  this  class — a 
striking  exception  now  and  then  miraculously  occurs.  The  children 
from  these  families  who  attend  public  school  at  once  learn  of  the 
library,  but  a  large  part  are  sent  to  parochial  schools  where  there 
may  or  ma,y  not  be  a  cordial  cooperation  with  the  library.  But  even 
if  the  child  obtains  the  privileges  of  the  library,  his  reading  will  be 
mostly  done  in  school  or  library  for  the  simple  reason  that  his  home 
provides  no  possible  place  for  him  to  read.  (A  house  is  as  important 
for  a  family  as  a  body  for  a  soul.) 

The  next  large  division  of  our  families  is  that  of  the  skilled  work- 
man, and  the  family  life  of  this  class  differs  very  little  from  that  of 
the  trades  and  professional  classes  except  that  there  is  a  slight  (some- 
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times  not  slight)  feeling  of  superiority  tliat  interferes  with  the  soli- 
darity of  a  useful  eommunitj^  spirit. 

The  library  chance  here  is  better  and  worse.  Better  materially  be- 
cause the  physical  standards  of  living  are  higher,  and  during  periods 
of  good  wages,  quite  possible ;  but  worse  spiritually  where  the  ideas 
of  successful  living  are  ludicruously  or  tragically — low — in  plenty  of 
stylish  clothes  in  which  to  go  to  the  show,  or  the  lodge,  or  a  "euchre 
and  dance ' ' — and  plejity  of  more  or  less  expensive  bric-a-brac  at  home. 
So  that  the  little  precious  leisure  that  is  left  to  the  mistress  of  the 
home  after  the  housekeeping  work,  is  quickly  absorbed  by  these  things 
— clothes  and  bric-a-brac. 

( One  of  the  most  cherished  hopes  of  those  interested  in  the  ' '  woman 
movement"  is  that  when  the  subjection  of  this  class  of  women  to  merely 
stultifying  domestic  drudgery  is  ended,  the  home  ^vill  be  held  by  ties 
that  will  make  it  worth  having.) 

The  simple  people  who  accept  this  low  spiritual  standard  of  life  are 
not  to  be  ridiculed — but  the  rich  who  set  such  standards.  These  humble 
people  see  where  praise  and  honor  are  given  and  aspire  to  a  like  place. 

Tears  ago  William  Dean  Howells  discriminated  between  the  culture 
of  the  theatre  and  opera  and  that  of  books  with  an  unfavorable  em- 
phasis upon  the  former.  What  does  he  say,  I  wonder,  of  our  moving 
picture  sort? 

The  majority  of  the  young  people  from  these  homes  go  to  work  as 
soon  as  the  law  allows  them  to  escape  from  the  elementary  schools; 
the  boys  have  always  gone  as  a  matter  of  course,  now  the  girls  are  going 
too.  The  cost  of  living  makes  an  excuse  if  not  a  necessity,  and  the 
hope  of  getting  away  from  the  grey  dingy  life  of  the  mothers  inspire 
a  wish  for  a  different  fate.  Many  of  the  more  ambitious  girls  of  this 
class  or  those  with  some  intellectual  aspirations  enter  the  profession  of 
public  school  teaching  or  library  work,  but  perhaps  unfortunately 
practice  their  profession  in  districts  where  thej^  fit  too  well  to  create 
much  disturbance  in  the  status  quo. 

The  place  of  reading  in  the  homes  we  are  discussing  ?  one  could  al- 
most say  there  is  none.  An  incident  recently  occurred  which  may 
amuse  (I  hope  trouble)  you. 

Child  to  librarian — "What  are  the  names  of  the  six  latest  books?" 

Librarian — •' '  What  sort  of  books  ? ' ' 

Child — "0,  any  sort;  we  want  to  buy  them  to  put  in  our  bookcase." 
If  books  and  reading  have  little  place  in  our  homes  there  is  a  gay 
display  in  the  streets  of  that  sort  that  enfeebles  the  vigor  of  the  mind 
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and  corrupts  all  fine  feeling.  We  are  all  familiar  with  the  outsides 
of  the  periodicals  that  make  brilliant  and  picturesque  spots  of  color 
in  our  dingy  streets.  If  it  were  not  for  their  insides  we  would  be 
grateful  for  their  decorative  value  as  we  are  for  the  beautiful  fruit 
shops  of  the  Italian.  But,  please,  if  you  are  interested  in  the  ideas  the 
young  person  is  picking  up  outside  the  home  and  school  and  library, 
notice  the  insides  of  these  things.  A  young  woman  from  ' '  a  very  well- 
to-do"  home  recently  confessed  her  distress  because  her  brother  about 
fourteen  years,  spent  his  time  reading  the  Motion  Picture  Magazine, 
snappy  stories,  and  such.  The  appalling  length  of  the  numerous  series 
of  lurid  adventure  that  give  boys  an  intimate  (though  false  probably) 
knowledge  of  the  fascinating  lives  of  the  criminals  are  too  well  known. 
But  this  problem  of  the  street  book  calls  for  a  special  discussion. 

Suppose  we  grant  all  that  the  detractors  of  our  Democracy  claim 
and  add  to  the  indictment  the  degredation  of  the  family  that  gives 
no  stimulus  for  a  reaction  toward  literature — (though  I  maintain 
that  democracy  is  not  to  blame,  but  the  exploitation  of  democracy  by 
commercialism) — can  we  not  believe  that  these  conditions  are  only  a 
part  of  our  painful  transitory  age?  Is  our  imagination  not  dull  if 
we  think  this  the  end?  I  have  seen  a  portrait  of  a  beautiful  and  in- 
teresting lady  that  in  the  artist 's  first  sketch  looked  more  like  a  crimi- 
nal than  a  lady. 

To  go  back  to  our  premise.  We  librarians  believe  that  great,  hon- 
est books  are  an  important  factor  in  helping  to  solve  our  social  prob- 
lems— what  can  the  public  library  do  to  get  the  people  we  have  been 
pondering  to  read  them — to  find  a  place  in  their  homes  for  them? 
There  are  those  who  think  that  the  literature  that  is  truly  great  can 
only  make  an  appeal  to  the  intellectually  and  spiritually  elect,  and  it 
is  perfectly  certain  that  it  does  not  to-day  make  a  popular  appeal. 
But  isn't  the  reason  that  all  life  has  been  in  such  large  measure  pros- 
tituted for  commercial  ends,  the  right  analysis  ? 

And  while  this  condition  makes  the  best  the  library  has  to  offer  un- 
sought, still  if  we  strive  to  keep  the  library  uncommercialized,  may 
we  not  hope  to  keep  alive  the  torch  that  will  finally  enlighten  enough 
men  to  end  this  unhappy  condition? 

Those  who  lament  most  loudly  the  passing  of  our  New  England 
culture  it  seems  to  me  are  blind  to  larger  possibilities.  One  thinks  of 
an  old  picture  of  a  beautiful  medifcval' castle  on  a  hill  and  a  wretched, 
squalid,  miserable  little  village  at  the  foot.  It  may  satisfy  the  dwell- 
ers in  the  castle  to  have  all  that  is  right  and  beautiful  for  themselves 
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but  fortunately,  or  unfortunately,  history  has  proved  that  it  is  not 
safe  nor  happy  social  order. 

1  have  to  offer  no  definite  programme  of  work  for  the  library  in 
meeting  its  problem — I  would  like  to  sketch  the  problem  vividly  and 
to  suggest  that  we  use  whatever  means  will  be  effective  in  the  par- 
ticular environment  of  our  own  library  in  creating  the  greatest  pos- 
sible interest  in  books  that  are  worth  while. 

"We  hear  a  great  deal  of  discussion  of  ' '  Legitimate  Library  "Work. ' ' 
It  seems  to  me  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  only  legitimate  work 
of  the  library  is  creating  a  friendship  for  the  best  books,  but  the  method 
is  merely  a  matter  of  technique  and  will  differ  in  accordance  with  the 
type  of  community  we  serve. 

I  certainly  do  not  think  that  the  circulation  of  thousands  of  copies 
of  the  Harvester  or  Nan  Nobody  is  legitimate  library  work — it  is  du- 
plicating the  work  of  the  "street  book,"  and  is  no  more  worthy  than 
the  picture  puzzle. 

Do  you  remember  the  old  tales  about  the  Sirens  ?  How  Ulysses,  when 
his  ship  came  near  the  enchanting  singers,  commanded  his  sailors  to 
fill  their  ears  v/ith  wax,  and  to  bind  him  to  the  mast  ?  And  the  other 
tale  of  Jason  and  his  companions  when  in  their  search  for  the  Golden 
Fleece  they  passed  in  safety  the  treacherous  shore  because  Orpheus 
was  on  the  ship,  and  his  music  was  so  surpassingly  beautiful  that  the 
songs  of  the  Sirens  lost  their  allurement? 
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